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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to January 16 this season contained the same proportion 
of Middling and higher White grades as a year earlier, according to the Department of Agriculture, 
Consumer and Marketing Service. The Light Spotted grades accounted for a larger proportion of this 
season's ginnings than a year ago. Cotton stapling 1-1/16" comprised the largest percentage of gin- 
nings prior to January 16 since the 1961-62 season. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 premium range was 
equivalent to 84 percent of total ginnings, an all-time high. Fiber strength averaged 86,000 pounds 
per square inch, the same as a year earlier. 


Middling and higher White grades accounted for 15 percent of total upland ginnings prior to January 16 
this season, the same as last season's record-low percentage in these higher grades. The percentage 

of ginnings in all White grades - 68 percent - was the smallest in three years. Low Middling comprised 
15 percent of ginnings through January 15, the highest percentage on record. The Light Spotted grades 
comprised 28 percent of this season's ginnings, up from 24 percent in the same period a year earlier. 
The grade index of upland cotton ginned prior to January 16 this season was 91.5 (Middling White = 100); 
compared with 91.1 a year ago. 


Cotton stapling 1-1/16" and longer accounted for 65 percent of upland ginnings prior to January 16 this 
season, compared with 68 percent a year earlier. The length 1-1/16" comprised 38 percent of total gin- 
nings through January 15, the largest percentage for any like period since 1961. The lengths one inch 
and 1-1/32", combined, were equivalent to 15 percent of this season's ginnings against 16 percent a 
year earlier. Cotton shorter than one inch accounted for 20 percent of ginnings prior to January 16, 
compared with 17 percent a year ago. The average staple of upland cotton ginned through January 15 
this season was 33.4 thirty-seconds inches against 33.6 thirty-seconds in the corresponding period last 
season. 


The supply of upland cotton to January 16 this season (carry-over plus ginnings ) totaled 15.6 million 
bales compared with 16.1 million bales a year earlier. Supplies of Low Middling Plus and higher White 
grades were down 0.8 million bales from a year earlier with Strict Low Middling accounting for over 
one-half of the decrease. The supply of Low Middling cotton was up nearly O.5 million bales from the 
preceding season's supply, and supplies of Light Spotted cotton were up 0.4 million bales. Supplies 
of Spotted and Tinged cotton were down by 0.3 million and 0.1 million bales, respectively. The staple 
distribution of this season's supply to January 16 indicates a sharp increase in cotton stapling 
1-1/16" - 1.3 million bales - and a moderate increase of 0.2 million bales in cotton stapling 15/16". 
Supplies of most other lengths were down from a year ago. The largest decrease was in the 1-3/32" 
length, which was down 1.0 million bales from a year ago. 


American Pima cotton ginned prior to January 16 this season contained proportionately more higher 
grades and longer staples than a year ago. Grades 3 and higher accounted for 51 percent of total gin- 
nings compared with 33 percent last season. The staples 1-7/16" and longer comprised 24 percent of 
ginnings through mid-January against 17 percent a year earlier. Ginnings of American Pima cotton 
totaled 54,300 bales prior to January 16 compared with 72,100 bales a year ago. 


Cotton ginned prior to January 16 this season totaled 10,056,000 bales, according to the Bureau of the 
Census. This compares with 9,815,000 bales to the same date a year earlier and 10,834,000 bales two 
years ago. Ginnings in the December 1 - January 15 period this season totaled 1,215,000 bales against 
1,436,000 bales in the corresponding six-week period last season. Based on the December 1 cotton crop 
estimate, about 143,000 bales remained to be ginned as of January 16. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to January 16 this season and last season, by states ay: 












Grade reductions 


Total reductions 
1970 1969 1970 1969 1970 1969 


State 


POG. Petr Pet. Pet. Pct. Pet. Pet. Pct. 
North Carolina Bes L132 = * * - 8.3 eZ 
South Carolina 3S Gee O25 ORG Ora - 13.9 16.8 
Georgia 9.1 8.6 0.6 Led * * 9.7 LOS 
Florida oS) 9.4 0.4 Ola's: - OnE 9.9 10.0 
Alabama 6.9 9.9 On One * * 7.0 1082 
Mississippi 8.0 4.7 Ons 8.2 * One BES ise. 
Tennessee LLCO 6.0 O.1 ies * ies} Pe Toe 8.4 
Missouri 1s 1.9 * (O)5.3} * Onl nS Ces 
Arkansas 3.8 4.2 On es @)5ah 1.6 4.0 Tie 
Iouisiana Se 4.5 OK7/ Sle, * 0.8 Ae: 9.0 
Oklahoma SiO) Lee SEO Zo a (@). al, 8.0 3.4 
Texas Wee lee 12.4 4.4 * * 11SEC 556 
New Mexico 0.4 On Bo 6.2 * Oval! 3.9 6.9 
Arizona 2.6 Live 3.4 2.5 Oe 0.6 6.2 4.3 
Nevada 4.0 - 0.9 - - - 4.9 - 
California 30 260 OeS On Onn Ona 4.2 30 
Other TO aS - 1.9 - Ory, LO 4.9 
United States 4.2 Se 4.0 3.4 oO. 2 Oe S53 Teo 


vy Data for current season are preliminary. 
A less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple 1/ 










December 1l-January 15 Season through January 15 





Bales Bales Pct. Pct. Bales Bales Pet. Pct. 
Z (10) 16 - * - 136 - 0.2 - 
2 (20) 539 102 1.5 0.5 4,213 2,647 5.6 4.9 
3 (30) 5,653 6,926 16. 32.4 19,413 24,998 26.9 46.0 
4 (40) 12,107 7,528 34.5 "35.1 2555e3 27,107 35,58 FS1.6 
5 (50) 10,134 5075 28.9 14.4 14,749 5,456 20s45 (10.2 
6 (60) 3,969 1,902 11.3 8.9 4,950 2,118 6.9 3.9 
7 (70) a, 221 1,183 Sino is 1,467 1,2/0 2.0 rane 
8 (80) 786 388 2.2 1a 918 388 ie Oy 
9 (90) 357 192 7. 0.9 385 192 Ono 0.4 
10 (00) 344 98 12 O.5 372 98 0.5 0.2 
Total 35,126 21,394 100.0 100.0 72,126 54,274 100.0 100.0 
Staple 
1-1/4" & shorter (40) 58 54 0.2 0.3 58 54 0.1 Ose 
1-5/16" (42) 1,997 25553 Sek) phi? 2,036 2,628 2.8 4.8 
1-3/8" (44) 29,902 15,928 85.1 74.4 58,145 38 ,509 80.6 =1 71.0 
1-7/16" (46) 3,169 2,859 9.0. “1934 11,887 13 ,083 16.5 | 2a3 
1-1/2" (48) ~ - ae Uo - ~ - - 
Total 35,126 214394) ~100.0.. 10000 72,126 54,274 1100.0 100.0 





l/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Tess than 0.05 percent. 


